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Template news release
Date goes here

Local bikers reveal the secret to getting out of a jam 

Bikers from [workplace, town or Club] are backing an international campaign to cut congestion and get the economy moving again by taking to two wheels instead of four.
Ride to Work day is celebrated every year on the third Monday in June. This year it’s Monday 15 June, and bikers all over the UK will be leaving the car keys on the hook and taking their motorcycles and scooters to work to raise awareness of the benefits of motorcycle commuting, and to show that biking is a practical alternative to commuting by car.
[about your event – are you having a biker breakfast then heading to work? Put some information here. Make sure you say where and when!]
Ride to Work day is even more important this year as the Government is advising people to use private vehicles rather than public transport to reduce the risk of a second Coronavirus peak – leading to worries that roads and works car parks won’t be able to cope, especially with car-sharing off the cards for now. 
By taking to two wheels, Ride to Work Day supporters are doing their bit to cut congestion for all road users. If just 10 per cent of car users switch to two wheels for their commute, congestion will fall by 40 per cent.*
Also, a motorcycle or scooter is the perfect vehicle for socially-distanced transport – bikers even come equipped with their own gloves and face coverings.  
[ADD A QUOTE HERE ABOUT WHY YOU’RE RIDING TO WORK TODAY – some ideas below!
✔ Riding to work is fun
✔ Riding to work reduces traffic and parking congestion
✔ Riding to work uses less fuel than an automobile
✔ Riding to work leaves me alert and energized
✔ Riding to work results in less pollution than commuting in a larger vehicle
✔ Riding to work is less destructive to road surfaces, bridges, etc.
✔ Riding to work gets me to work (and back home) faster
✔ Riding to work demonstrates motorcycling as a social good]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Colin Brown, Director of Campaigns & Political Engagement for the Motorcycle Action Group - the Ride to Work Day organisers in the UK - said “Riding a motorcycle, scooter or moped is the perfect option for many journeys as the UK fights to get the economy moving again.
Alongside cycling and walking, motorcycles and scooters provide a sensible choice for anyone wishing to avoid gridlocked roads on their commute.  
Conventional motorcycles already help reduce air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and congestion.  With the option to go electric, motorcycles really have no downside as a practical transport choice for commuting.
We’re encouraging every motorcyclist and scooter rider to Ride to Work on Monday 15th June and would urge employers to look into the many benefits to them of supporting riders as we come out of lockdown.”

ENDS

Notes to editors
* 2011 study by Transport and Mobility Leuven, Belgium.
Ride To Work Day is promoted in the UK by the Motorcycle Action Group.
The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) is a membership organisation, promoting and protecting riders’ rights in the UK since 1973.
Find out more about Ride to Work Day here: http://ride-to-work-day.mag-uk.org/ 

CONTACT
[ADD YOUR NAME AND MOBILE PHONE AND EMAIL HERE ]
For general details on Ride To Work Day Contact MAG at 01926 844 064 or central-office@mag-uk.org
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